Excerpt of Chicana (1979) 


[00:00:00] Carmen Zapata: Promises of the revolution are frozen, coupled 
with the bad economic conditions of Mexico and the new demand for cheap 
labor in the United States, migration of the Mexican peasant, north of the Rio 
Bravo grows rapidly between 1900 and 1930. As the Southwest makes the 
transition from a rural to an industrial economy. Women join the working ranks. 
Owners of garment factories are Beckham to Texas with a promise of cheap, 
unorganized labor. One third of the women who work in the Texas garment 
industry are Chicanas. 


They earn as low as $2 a week for a 14-hour day as domestics or in laundries, 
while some men earn $2 a day working on the railroad. 


Women are the cheapest source of labor, [00:01:00] and so our traditional role 
as homemaker is extended into the labor market. 


In the face of tremendous hardships, women take the lead with male coworkers. 
In 1938, Emma Tenayuca leads the pecan strike in San Antonio, Texas. Wages 
are cut and workers from 130 plants strike and protest. Emma organizes the 
strike files a suit against the city hall and is victorious. 


However, nowhere our wage is cheaper than in the fields. 


Where many are deported on payday. From the Beat Workers Association of the 
[00:02:00] 1920s to the United Farm Workers of the 1970s, farm workers 
struggle against exploitation and fight for the right to unionize. 


A leading crusader is the first vice president of the United Farm Workers and a 
tough negotiator in working out union contracts: 


"There's so much that we can do, but the first thing is that we have to make our 
of our minds. Number one, I'm going to make a commitment for to justice. I'm 
going to make a commitment to help people with my life, and that's a really 
important thought because our lives is really all we have." 


In 1968. Alicia Escalante organizes the first Chicana welfare rights 
organization. 


She fights for the access of social services for those of low income, the 
unemployed and the welfare recipient: "There is a widening [00:03:00] gap of 


communication, and I'm dismayed to see that we are forgetting that in order to 
regain our rights of freedom, of opportunities we have to stay united." 


The employment training, educational and social needs of women in the Los 
Angeles area are served by the Chicana Service Action Center, a grassroots 
organization founded by Francisca Flores: "Today, it is necessary for her to 
continue to struggle, to achieve an education to achieve skills that will enable 
her to participate in the total community." 


